192 


Bibliographical Notices. [July 

systole, and must have therefore been coincident with thy auricular diastole; 
it evidently, therefore, must have been caused either by tricuspid regurgitation 
of blood, or by the rush of blood from tho vciuu envre into the auricle, or by a 
combination of both these causes. Tho perfect condition of tho tricuspid 
valves, tho degreo nnd character of tho pulsation itself, and tho absence of 
pulso in the cervical veins, seem to indicate that the pulsation was not caused 
by tricuspid regurgitation. Tho thrill also wob not that of tricuspid regurgi¬ 
tation, which is invariably of a soft, gentlo, blowing character; and, indeed, 
tricuspid regurgitation is more frequentlj' unaccompanied than accompanied 
with murmur. It would seem, then, that tho blood rushing into tho auricle 
from tho vciuo cava) during its diastole caused these phenomena, nnd if so, 
tlicro must bo a much greater force in tho venous current, passing from these 
veins into tho auricle, than is generally attributed to it. 

XIII. Case of Intense and Jxmg-continucd Photophobia and Blepharospasm 
relieved by the inhalation of Chloroform. By William Mackenzie, M. D.—This 
case is published in this journal for October, 1857. 

XIV. On the Effects of Ticelve JJcfAV Residence ih Bulgaria (during the 
months of June , July, and August , 1854); on the subsequent health of the British 
troops in the Crimea. By William Aitken, M. I). — This paper is vory well 
drawn up, nnd tho author shows clenrly that tho pernicious influenco of tho 
malarious climate of Bulgaria persisted among tho British troops after leaving 
that country for tho Crimoa. In tho inquiries into the naturo nnd origin of 
tho sickness and diseases of the British troops in tho Crimen, this influence, it 
appears, has been entirely overlooked. 

Br. Aitken classifies tho British army in the Crimea into two parts; thoso 
troops which served in tho Crimea only, and which ho terms simply tho Cri¬ 
mean troops, nnd thoso which served both in Bulgarin and in tho Crimea, which 
ho calls tho ex-Bulgarian. Tho actual deaths aro compared in each, nnd tho 
ratio of these to the admissions and to the original strength; also tho ratio of 
deaths nnd invaliding to the admissions, nnd to tho original strength of each 
of tho two divisions of tho army, with the percentage of drafts required to 
recruit the strength of the troops in each of the two divisions of tho army. 

Though interesting to all medical inon, tho paper is, naturally, particularly 
so to tho author’s countrymen. 

XV. The last communication in the volumo is entitled Further Observations 

on the Use of the Speculum in the Diagnosis and Treatment of Uterine Diseases , 
by Bodert Lee, M. D., an abstract of which was published in this journal for 
October, 1857. W. !'• A. 


Art. XXVII.— A Manual of Obstetrics; Theoretical and Practical. By W, 
Tyler Smith, M, D., Member of tbo lloynl Collego of Physicians, Physi¬ 
cian Accoucheur to, nnd Lecturer on Midwifery at, St. Mary's Hospital. 
12mo. pp. 028. London, 1858. 

The present work, ns we arc informed in tho preface, consists of tho substance 
of a course of lectures by tho author, which appeared in tho Jjondon Ixuicct, in 
the year 1850, thrown into tho form of a manual at the request of tho publisher. 

The nf.me of Dr. Smith is a sufficient guarnntco for tho general accuracy of 
tho theoretical teachings, nnd practical directions of tho manual. It bears, 
nevertheless, as tbo author himself admits, marks of no little bnsto in its pre¬ 
paration—a want, more especially, of a uniformity in tbo development given 
to the different important topics embraced in tbo theory and tho art of obste¬ 
trics. Whatever relates to the physiology of conception, pregnancy nnd par¬ 
turition has a prominence given to it, and is discussed with almost ns much 
fulness ns would bo demanded in a complcto practical treatise, wliilo many 
points connected with tbo management of labour in its different phases are 
dismissed with remarks too curt and general almost for a simple manual of ob¬ 
stetrics. 
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K?en tho two or tlirco puorperal discnsos included in tho volumo are treated 
of with ft fulness greatly disproportionato to tlio summary manner in which 
nearly all that relates to pructical midwifcry is considered. 

Wo Imvo nothing especial to object to the views and instructions laid down 
in the manual—on the contrary, with the author, in most of his theoretical 
teachings, we fully agree, and Imvo no disposition to question tlio accuracy of 
his clinical directions. All wo complain of—if it bo correct to say that wo 
complain at all—Is that the work is somowhat anomalous in its character; in 
some of its chapters presenting a fulness belying its assumed titlo of manual, 
whilo tho conciseness of others prevents it from being received as a complete 
practical treatise. 

Wc liko the arrangement adopted in tho volumo beforo us—those subjects 
which mutually illustrato each other being placed as nearly as possiblo in jux¬ 
taposition, For instanco, in place of treating of the pelvis and tho fcctnl cra¬ 
nium at tho commencement, they aro described anatomically and in their 
normal obstetrical relations, immediately before tlio consideration of tho me¬ 
chanism of labour, with which they aro so obviously concerned. In like man¬ 
ner, tho deformities of tho polvis are treated of in tho chapters precoding the 
subject of diflicult labour from that enuso. Wc cannot sec, however, any pro¬ 
priety or advantage of plaoing, ns the author 1ms done, tho chapters devoted 
to puerperal mania, pticrporal convulsions, puerperal fever, phlegmasia dolens, 
and other affections of tho puerperal state, before those which treat of tho in¬ 
duction of prematuro labour, turning, tho use of instruments, tho Ctcsaroan sec¬ 
tion, oto. 

Jn the concluding chnptor, tho various causes of death, from childbirth, are 
grouped together and compnrcd; and tho means by which we may reasonably 
hope that the amount of mortality, both ns regards the mother and child, will 
tc considerably diminished horcafter, aro insisted upon. 

Tho manual is illustrated by one hundred and eighty well executed engrav¬ 
ings, upwards of twenty of which have been contributed by tho author, tho 
remainder being borrowed from tho vnriouB current works on tho subject of 
midwifery. D. F. C. 


Art. XXVIII .—Reports of the Provincial Lunatic Asylum of New Brunswick, 
for the years 1854, 1855, and 1850. 

Bv tho kindness of Dr. John Waddell, Superintendent of the Provincial 
Lunatic Asylum of New Brunswick, wo have received tho reports of thnt 
institution for tho threo yonrs terminating with 185G. Thoy are less elaborate 
than most of the similar publications cmnnnting from kindred institutions 
within tho United States; and the larger part of their contents is matter of 
merely local importance. 

A remark in a former notice, in this journal, of reports from tho New Bruns¬ 
wick Asylum has called forth, from Dr. Waddell, a brief account of tho origin 
of tho institution. He says: “ Previously to tho erection of tho Provincial 
Lunatic Asylum, tliero oxisted in the city [St, John], for a number of years, 
a provisional Institution for tho Insane.” The buildings now occupied were 
so far completed as to permit occupation by officers and patients on tho 12th of 
December, 1848. 

Patients admitted under tho superintendence of Dr. G. P. Peters, 1 and 
by transfor from tho provisional institution, on tho day just men¬ 


tioned .90 

Admitted from that date to October 31, 1856 640 

Wholo number.736 

Discharged, including 134 deaths.586 

Itemaining.150 

Tho wholo numbor of cures is not stated. 


Dr. Peters wob succeeded by Dr. Waddell on the 6th of December, 1849. 







